According to it, the disease is divided into multibacillary (MB) or paucibacillary (PB) leprosy (1) . As more and more paucibacillary leprosy cases were observed to develop relapse after completion of treatment (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) , paucibacillary leprosy has been limited to smearnegative indeterminate (I), polar tuberculoid (TT) and borderline tuberculoid (BT) cases (2) . Some authors noted that histological analysis can detect densities of 500 acid-fast bacilli (AFB) in tissues and histological sections offer a number of advantages over slit-skin smears(l0. 12) Therefore, a further study on the bacteriology of tissue sections of PB cases seemed to be indicated. This paper examines skin biopsy specimens taken from twelve active BT cases, the biggest group of PB, for the promotion of understanding on the histo-bacteriological status of PB cases.
MATERIALS and METHODS
Paraffin blocks of 10% formalin-fixed skin biopsies taken from twelve BT leprosy cases with active lesions were retrieved from the files of the National Institute for Leprosy Research, Tokyo, Japan.
The diagnosis and classification of all cases were reconfirmed by reviewing clinical records and routine tissue sections according to Ridley and Jopling(8) 
